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My experience at AIR Krems was superlative. It was not only an enjoyable
environment, a place that allowed me to relax, but more importantly it was a
productive opportunity to focus on some deeper aspects of my work. I did both
production and research while in Krems, on various projects, and both phases
of work will be invaluable to my projects over the coming years.
The studio spaces are excellent: conducive, compact environments that allow
for all of life’s activities to fold naturally around the work you are preoccupied
with while in the studio. I typically like to have a split between the location of
working and of living, and so having the Shared Studio (number 25) was a great
benefit as well. The extra space there helped me to realize a few of the more
space-oriented sound projects I was working on, and the construction tools and
materials were helpful. Also, since that was a shared space I encountered the
other residents there on occasion while working. We were able to share ideas
and understand each other’s work and process better, as well as trade local
knowledge: where to shop, where good hikes are, etc.
Sabine and Stefanie were outstanding, both in their welcoming attitude and in
their willingness to help residents get things done or find things out. David
Komary at Galerie Stadtpark was also a great pleasure to work with, and the
AIR provided us the great opportunity to meet multiple times at the Galerie to
work through ideas and specifics in situ for our upcoming exhibition. The
human element is often the most fragile and sensitive aspect that makes a
residency time either succeed or fall short of expectations. The staff at AIR
Krems were pivotal in making this time enjoyable and productive for me.
While here, I developed a number of things:
1. A new script and production plan for the next film in my project called
“The Findings”.
2. Research and recording for a new sound project, provisionally titled
“Figures”, in which a voice reads composite descriptions of sculptural
works to an empty room, inviting listeners to conjure the resulting
sculpture in their imaginations, as if it were in the existing space.
3. Sound research and prototyping using sound transducers, for my work on
the upcoming exhibition of “The Findings” at Galerie Stadtpark and for
use in the “Figures” series. See attached images.
4. Cinematography for a new short film, provisionally titled “A Universal
Syntax”. This was done while on a side trip to Venice, Italy.
5. Photography at the Stift Göttweig and in the studio for a potential slide
projection and sound piece, currently untitled. See attached image.
6. Principal production and editing for a new sound work, entitled
“Former”. See attached image.

There were a few things that I missed here – the most important is that the
internet access must be upgraded to the studios. Two things are imperative:
the studios must have wireless access, and residents must be allowed to use
their own email clients online, not just webmail. Every resident complained
about these things, and it was a daily issue for me. Wireless internet is no
longer a luxury for working artists, writers, designers, or musicians. It is not
only the way we communicate (especially while away from home), but it is our
lifeline to research and production materials and exchanges, and it allows the
use of our digital devices (more than the one-at-a-time that an Ethernet cable
provides). This is of course an issue for me, as I use the wireless connection to
the internet through my laptop and Ipad to drive some of my sound works, and
devices like Ipads, phones, cameras, etc. do not of course have Ethernet
cables.
Also, the use of an email client is not a trivial thing: I was not able to use my
contacts, email lists, attachment and photo automations, and other aspects of
my email workflow, and that constantly slowed down my correspondence with
others during my stay. I understand that security is an issue, but there is no
good reason to block this functionality from residents: security measures are in
use everywhere that allow both wireless and client access without
compromising security.
Another thing I missed were more formal connection opportunities with the
other residents. We organized for ourselves two informal meetings while I was
here, and these were great. Everyone, including Stefanie I think, found them
interesting and rewarding. On past residencies the director or office has
organized a “friday coffee meeting” for instance, which was just an open door
that brought the residents together without having to figure out a special time
or agenda. Something like that could work really well at AIR Krems, especially
since the common studio is such a natural place to meet.
In summary, I was very happy with the whole experience in Krems. The city is a
marvel, and a great mix of cultural outlets with natural beauty and serenity.
And the program of artists that the AIR puts together provided a nice set of
peers for the time I was here. I am looking forward to returning to Krems in
November for the exhibition.

Best wishes,

Andy Graydon

Krems, August 30, 2013

Transducer speakers and gear for “The Findings” and “Figures”:

Installation prototype, transducer speaker on Styrofoam, for “Figures”:

Installation prototype, transducer speaker on Styrofoam, for “Figures”:

Test photograph for untitled slide projection and sound piece:

Screenshot of the mix window for “Former”, part 1 (of 2):

