Alison Ruttan Residency Report June 15- July 15, 2015
My residency at Krems was a relaxing and useful period of time to examine past
and future directions within my work. I arrived after the closing of a major exhibit
of my work in Chicago and the finalization of the tenure process at The School of
the Art Institute of Chicago. I really needed to decompress and have new
experiences, to just absorb things. Air offered me an incredible opportunity to
investigate culture in Contemporary Austria. I met other artists, gallerists and
curators as well as visited institutions both contemporary and historical in Vienna
and Krems. Many of the relationships I formed centered around casual social
occasions that led to secondary visits. Artists I met from the area were very open
to showing me around. I did a few studio visits with Austrian artists during the
month of my residency.

Cut, Painted, photographs in my Krems Studio

For my Krems project I brought my archive of research material I have been
working with in making ceramic installations. This archive is an extensive
photographic collection of architectural damage to war torn neighborhoods
across the Middle East. During the residency I considered other ways of working
with this research material. I was interested in exploring papers fragile qualities in

cut and torn manipulations of the source material. I was able to find out what
directions made sense and discarded many that did not. The residency was
helpful in considering what kind of art project would work for a planned trip to
Beirut in 2016. I also expanded the archive while I was here, organized material
for two upcoming projects, edited the documentation of my recent exhibition at
The Chicago Cultural Center material and wrote a grant while I was here.

Scale Documentation of Chicago Cultural Center. Ceramic Installation.
12’ x 30’. Group of 40 photographs each 24” x 30”
365 cm x 914 cm. Group of 40 Photographs each 61cm x 76cm
Additionally I looked at a lot of art and architecture during my stay. I went to
Vienna several times to visit Museums and Galleries but also visited towns

beyond Krems and Stein. Bike rides to other towns along the Danube such as
Melk and Durnstein were memorable. I climbed to the Castle Ruins and
experienced incredible views of the Wachau Valley. I found my way to the top of
vineyards above Krems, also very interesting. Toward the end of my stay I took a
trip to The Freilich Museum in Stubing to look at 97 historical buildings from 6
centuries that have been moved to the park. This was an interesting slice
ofAustrian life in prior centuries. The drive to Stubing was very beautiful through
almost Alpine Mountains and hamlets along the way (Highway 20).

The residency apartment and studio was a modern, basic but spacious facility.
The deck was especially nice in the evening and early morning. I also found that
while Vienna is immensely interesting I was always happy to return to Krems
afterward, as it is a very relaxing place to be. For me the residency had the right
amount of privacy balanced with a few nicely organized events such as the
private tour of the Pipilotti Riist exhibition coupled with a group visit with artists
from the residency Kulturkontakt in Vienna. I do think that within the residents at
Krems there could be an opportunity to present more formerly our work to each
other. It would be interesting to get to know more about the other artists here.
Perhaps a guest artist from Vienna or the Kunsthalle would also be nice. I would

also seriously advise making sure you bring everything you need. Krems is
limited as far as art supplies and Vienna is a long way away when you need even
simple things. As someone working with more technology based work it would be
nice to have a good color printer that might handle 24” paper. I did buy a small
color printer while I was here but would prefer to have had larger prints to work
with.
Everyone at the residency was so helpful, especially Sabine Gueldenfusz who
helped me find what I needed so many times and generously loaned me her
personal bike! I always enjoyed my talks with her. Great resource. Caterina her
assistant is great and ready to help with whatever I needed. It also enjoyed
visiting with David Komary of StadtPark Gallery and the wonderful lunch with
Verena Gamper of Kunsthalle Krems who generously advised me on questions
related to Austrian Contemporary Art organizations.
I will genuinely miss Austria and my time at Krems. I will be returning shortly to
Chicago and the fast paced life there as I prepare new work for two upcoming
exhibitions. I am very happy to have had the opportunity of a reflective period of
time to think about my work in such a beautiful country. Wonderful experience!

