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It's been a really productive season for me here in Austria. I was able to finish two large-scale
orchestral pieces here: Double Concerto for Vibraphone and Orchestra and the Abertura em
Forma de Árvore. Both were commissioned pieces from important organisations in Brazil. The
first was a commission from the Savassi Festival that takes place in Minas Gerais, next July. The
other piece was commissioned by the prestigious Petrobras Sinfônica of Rio de Janeiro and will
be recorded in July and live premiered at the Municipal Theatre in Rio De Janeiro next
November. This large orchestra score editing work can be really slow and full of small details.

Here I could concentrate very well on this task and I believe that I produced very good looking
scores. About 80 pages in full A3 size is a lot of work! Above is the first page of the Overture: a
ten-minute piece entirely written based on the Fibonacci Series. Every aspect of it (form, themes,
structure) is connect to the Fibonacci numbers.
As my composing tasks for the year 2015 are still in process, I am right now working on my new
Harmonica Concerto, commissioned by the Mato Grosso Symphony Orchestra, to be premiered
in October by the world-renowned Italian virtuoso Gianluca Littera.
***
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Being a long time nature lover I can only say that the nature in the Wachau is absolutely amazing
and I had great joy walking around the region for hours and hours... Deep forests, the Donau
flowing so powerful... Nature has always been a source of inspiration and comfort for me and
here I felt invited by the local landscape that is so different from the one I am more familiar with,
at the Brazilian 'Mata Atlântica', were I live since 2002.

The city of Krems also fascinated me with its more than 1000-year-old history and culture.
The parks, the architecture, he local food, everything was very pleasant. Most of the time my
presence was well accepted by the local people with one exception that happened in a
restaurant. There I experienced some strange glances from a few people that for me looked a bit
aggressive. A hint of racism? I may well be wrong in this perception and I sincerely hope to be
wrong.
On the other side, I was invited by Jo Aischinger to taste some of the best wines of the region
and the celebration of the wine cellars was a joy to me. Very authentic!
The picture bellow in a good portrait of the city were I spent this very special month.
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For me, the highlight of my stay in Austria was the musical meeting with bassist-extraordinaire
Georg Breimschmid. The concert at Porgy and Bess (recording available for download) went
really well and the audience seemed to enjoy listening to the music as much as we did enjoy
playing it. I sincerely believe that this partnership will not end here after this single concerto but
will go on since I hope to be able to bring Gerog's exciting music to the Brazilian audience, just
as he opened doors for my music here in Austria.

In July 22nd I'll participate of the prestigious Glatt und Verkehrt festival with my fellow mandolin
player Hamilton de Holanda, having Breimschmid as our special guest.
It was a most enjoyable stay in Austria and I hope to back again and build a strong cultural
bridge between Austria and Brasil.
André Mehmari
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